160                 LETTERS FROM SAMOA
April 22.
WE are dreadfully mixed up with royalties just now. I feel quite overcome by so much splendour! Another invitation has arrived, this time from Mataafa, who begs us to visit him and his court at Malie. You must know that although Malietoa is supported by the three protecting powers, the greater number of the Samoans are in favour of Mataafa, who is indubitably the abler man of the two, and (as many hold) the more rightful king. We believe that peace might easily have been made if the reigning king had been wisely advised; but the moment was allowed to pass, the opportunity lost, and now no one knows how it may end. I will send you a paper by this mail containing the report of a speech made by one of Mataafa's supporters, to show you what they are saying; and I think you will hear of a letter from Louis in the Times very soon. I don't attempt to write to you about politics, as I don't profess to understand them; and things change so continually from day to day that it is fairly bewildering to me. Louis, however, enjoys the constant excitement, and it keeps up and stimulates his interest in the place and the people, and I think is good for him in many ways. But to return to our invitations; the two kings are to be visited in the order of their arrival, the king in possession first, and ' Charlie ower the water' later, so that no one can accuse